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Gender identity has become a key concept within the international human rights framework. It
has been increasingly adopted by Treaty Bodies, Especial Procedures and UN agencies
(including, for example, UNAIDS, WHO, UNHCR, etc.). As clearly demonstrated by the
Yogyakarta Principles and the Yogyakarta Principles Plus Ten, gender identity issues can be
addressed from many different angles – from the right to be recognized before the law to the
right to health, from the right to education to the right to water and sanitation.
In spite of the generalized inclusion of gender identity in human rights language, many people
around the world are still severely impacted by human rights violations based on their gender
identity -in particular, trans and gender diverse people.
This side event will address gender identity issues in the context of the mandate of the
Independent Expert on sexual orientation and gender identity (SOGI), highlighting advances
made since the start of the mandate to date, as well as issues to be addressed in the future including transphobic violence, socioeconomic justice, legal gender recognition and access to
reparations.
Objectives
1. Identify and analyze human rights violations based on gender identity around the world
2. Reflect on the SOGI Independent Expert’s contribution to addressing and eliminating human
rights violations based on gender identity
3. Explore next steps in the process of ensuring trans and gender diverse people’s full
enjoyment of their human rights, including the future work of the SOGI IE mandate in
advancing these rights

